The Ancient & Benevolent Order of the Lynx was founded in London in 1866 by Harwood
Fritz Merrill, a former soldier with a lifelong interest in the ancient art of alchemy. He didn't
believe that one could actually transmute base metals into gold or create a universal elixir
that would grant eternal life, but he did believe that this search, the process of
experimentation and trial by fire, served as a beautiful metaphor for the transformation of
one’s soul. To become a better human being, gracious and enlightened and capable of seeing
the secret harmony of the universe – this was the true goal of the alchemist.
Combining his interest in alchemy with a desire to recapture the camaraderie of his military
years, Merrill decided to start his own fraternal order. He created the charter, the initiation
rituals, and the program of study that all members would take part in as they moved up
through the grades. Unlike other fraternal orders, the Lynx, from the beginning, made no
restrictions on who could apply for membership. Any man or woman, of any race, religion,
or social standing, could knock on the door and seek initiation.
Over the last century the Ancient & Benevolent Order of the Lynx has opened lodges on
every continent and they continue to offer a place of refuge and illumination for travelers on
life's journey.

1833: Birth of Harwood Fritz Merrill, according to records at the Dean Orphanage in Edinburgh.
His birth parents remain unknown.
1843: Merrill is adopted by John and Anna McLaren, who own a tavern outside of Edinburgh. He
spends the remainder of his youth happily working in the tavern and exploring the wild
countryside beyond the city. He completes his education and earns a scholarship to the University
of Edinburgh.
1851: Merrill studies economics with little interest. Most of his days are spent in the library,
where he develops a taste for Egyptology and other forms of esoteric lore, particularly anything
that makes reference to the ancient art of alchemy. He ransacks shelves, looking for obscure
works by such adventurous thinkers such as Paracelsus, Athanasius Kircher, Nicolas Flamel,
Robert Fludd, Renee of Antwerp, and Giordano Bruno. He is also an avid reader of poetry. His
favorite poet is Lord Byron and he becomes obsessed with Byron's Grand Tour of Europe, the
basis for "Childe Harolde's Pilgrimage."
1854: Merrill leaes the university without taking a degree and enlists with the 93rd Sutherland
Highlanders.
1856: Merrill serves in the Crimea with the 93rd. He witnesses terrible carnage at the Battle of
Alma and later, at the Battle of Balaclava, he helps form with his greatly outnumbered regiment
the famous "Thin Red Line," which repelled a massive cavalry charge by the Russians. At the
Siege of Sevastopol, he is badly wounded and shortly after receives an honorable discharge. He is
highly decorated for his service, but the experience has ruined him. Instead of going home, he
decides to travel on his own. Very little is known about the next ten years of his life, which have
come to be referred to as "The Lost Decade."
1866: Merrill surfaces in London, where he opens a successful import/export
shop which sells textiles, jewelry, furniture, and various oddities from Egypt and
the Levant. His shop becomes well known in London as a gathering place for
people who have an interest in philosophy, history, and various esoteric pastimes.
A painting by Merrill hangs in the shop, depicting himself, in his regimental gear,
holding an hourglass and pointing to a floating castle. He tells customers that the
image came to him in a dream. During this time Merrill decides to start his own
fraternal order. The Ancient & Benevolent Order of the Lynx hold their first
official meeting in the back room of Merrill's shop. Each of the original ten
members are appointed with a gold ring and a glengarry, the same kind worn by
the 93rd Highlanders.
In the original charter, Merrill writes that goal of the Order is to "establish in its
members the virtues of WISDOM, FORTITUDE, WATCHFULNESS,
TEMPERANCE, CHARITY, & LOVE."
1873: The Lynx order is thriving. Several wealthy benefactors provide funds for
the purchase of an old music hall overlooking the Thames. The Lynx convert the
building to their own purposes, installing a "Throne Room," where knights meet
in secret, as well as a tavern, library, and suites for traveling knights. This
becomes Lodge 1, the international headquarters for the order.
Years later, William Parker, one of the original ten members of the Lynx, would
write a brief biographical sketch of Merrill for the London Historical Society.
Parker recalled the first meeting held at Lodge 1. Merrill was not fond of public
speaking. Overwhelmed by the occasion, he could only get out a few words, but
Parker would always remember them:
"I am broken. But in this room, with all of you, I am whole."
1893: Merrill dies peacefully in his sleep. As per his instructions, he is buried in
a crypt under the hall. His dream painting still hangs in the tavern of Lodge 1.
1893: New lodges begin to open, first in Europe and then the United States and
South America. Each lodge is run by a Sovereign Protector, who receives his
commission from London. When a knight gets appointed Sovereign Protector,
he or she is sent on a "Grand Tour," an all expenses paid trip around the world,
staying in other lodges and meeting other knights. The trip ends in London,
where the knight is officially consecrated by the Sovereign Protector of Lodge 1.
The tradition continues today, as knights follow in Merrill's footsteps, searching
for new vistas of knowledge and joy.
As a boy, Merrill once got lost in the woods. It was the dead of winter, and he couldn't find
his way back through the snow. He entered a clearing and saw a large, beautiful cat staring
back at him. It had huge penetrating eyes, tufted ears, and carried itself with an air of divine
calm. After a moment, the strange cat turned and disappeared into the woods. Merrill
followed its footprints, but the snow covered the trail. When he finally got home, he told
Anna McLaren about the encounter. Anna McLaren said that he had a seen a lynx, a forest
cat known for secrecy, cunning, and incredible powers of vision. She also told Merrill that
no one had seen a lynx in that part of Scotland for hundreds of years.
That moment, real or imagined, stayed with Merrill, and years later he came across a
description of the lynx in the Ashmole Bestiary. Medieval Europeans assigned supernatural
powers to the lynx. It was believed that lynx urine formed a precious stone, Lapis Lyncurius,
which it carefully hid from greedy men. It was also believed that the lynx could see through
walls. Years later, Merrill chose the lynx as the ultimate symbol of truth and understanding.
More than anything, he wanted the Ancient & Benevolent Order of the Lynx to help people
see the world in a new way, looking through the walls of their ordinary lives, and into the
vast and hidden corridors of the universe.

"The world is bound by secret knots." - Athanasius Kircher
Legends swirl around Harwood Fritz Merrill. Considering the secret nature of the Lynx, and
Merrill's penchant for both obscuring the details of his own life and speaking in alchemical
parables, this was inevitable. Historians have found ample records of his life before the
Crimea and after, but despite great efforts none have been able to piece together the path of
his "Lost Decade." Speculation abounds. Where did he go? What did he do? The most
famous tale involves Merrill's discovery, in Egypt, of an ancient book containing the secrets
of alchemy. It is said that this book is buried with him under Lodge 1. In a letter to a fellow
knight, Merrill admitted that he took great pleasure in these speculations: "My wish is to
enshrine the mystery, rather than solve it." This accords with the alchemical traditions of the
Order. Only by following the obscure and crooked path will the knight discover the golden
light of wisdom.

"Tavern musick strikes in me a deep fit of devotion; there is
something in it of Divinity more than the ear discovers; it is an
hieroglyphical and shadowed lesson of the whole world..."
-Thomas Browne, Religio Medici
Beyond his philosophical interests, Merrill's greatest hope for the
Order was to establish a place where people from all parts of the
world could gather and make lasting bonds. Merrill never forgot his
childhood working in his parents' tavern. He remembered the music,
the humor, and the feeling of refuge from the harsh realities of the
outside world.
There is a reason every lodge has a tavern. Today our knights find fellowship in a rich variety of activities - music, volunteer work,
athletics - all of which are aimed at building community both inside and outside the lodge.

